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13 Nepalese health stations maintained  

Protective equipment  
Corona provides the staff of the health posts in the mountainous hinterland of Nepal  

new challenges.  

 

 

The staff of this health station has been supported by Childaid Network with  
protective suits, masks and disinfectants. (Photo: Green Tara, 2020) 

 

For weeks, Nepalese migrant workers from 

the capital Kathmandu, India and the Gulf 

States have been streaming back to their 

home villages in the mountains. Their 

sources of income have dried up, the lock 

down forces them to return. This develop-

ment is also noticeable in the remote dis-

trict of Ramechhap (Bhandar and Kumbu), 

known to many Kronbergers through the 

projects of the Kronberg 96 initiative. 

Unclear data on Corona cases 
With the Corona virus in his luggage, he 

could be travelling. But the data situation is 

unclear. In Nepal, there are very few tests 

available for the virus. Currently, the coun-

try at the foot of the Himalayas has only 

102 confirmed cases.  

Underestimated danger in spite of 

pretend clarification  
Still in March Silke Geißert, project coordi-

nator of Childaid Network together with 

Winfried Romahn (former Taunusgymna-

sium Königstein) visited the projects in the 

Kumbu region. Restrictions due to the Co-

rona crisis were already noticeable. The 

visa process was complicated and temper-

ature was measured. On the way to Bhan-

dar and Kumbu it became clear that the lo-

cal project partners had already completed 

their educational mission. "Corona" was a 

term of reference for the population.  

However, many did not take the danger se-

riously. They dismissed it with statements 
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like: "Plenty of ginger and garlic, then you 

won't get sick". 

Abrupt end of the project trip  
The journey of the Childaid Network Team 

was abruptly cut short when it was an-

nounced that all flights would be cancelled 

at short notice. With a lot of effort and 

great support from the local team they 

were able to get a return flight (via remote 

airports in Arabia) back to Frankfurt. 

After a first case in January, the second of-

ficial Corona case was announced on 

March 23rd. The government acted 

promptly. With only a few hours notice the 

lock-down was imposed on the whole 

country. Only going shopping in one's own 

neighbourhood was allowed.  

Hakimeh Yagootkar, coordinator of 

Childaid Network, decided instead to stay 

in Kathmandu with her family during this 

difficult time. Her coordination skills, also 

from the home office, are especially chal-

lenged these days.  

Insufficient equipment of rural 

health stations  
While the government is concentrating ex-

isting resources on hospitals in the big cit-

ies, the health stations in rural communi-

ties such as Umakunda and Gokulganga in 

northern Ramechhap have so far been 

empty. In the short term, the Board of Trus-

tees of Childaid Net-work therefore re-

leased funds to support the health stations 

in the project areas.  

Emergency aid arrives 
Together with the local partners FRADS and 

Green Tara Nepal, the 13 health stations in 

the region could be equipped with materi-

als such as protective suits, masks and dis-

infectants. Employees of Green Tara and 

Yashoda Basnet, who worked for many 

years in the Kronberg Initiative's projects in 

the health sector, trained the staff of the 

health stations via video chat or telephone 

to use the material and to deal with poten-

tially infected persons. SMS campaigns and 

flyers are also intended to raise awareness 

among the population and counteract fake 

news.  

Educational packages for the home 
Creative ways could also be found in the 

Montessori Centre, which, like all other ed-

ucational institutions, is closed. The chil-

dren were all provided with learning pack-

ages for home use, which are renewed 

weekly. 

In the long run, the Corona crisis will also 

weaken the Nepalese educational system. 

Tourism has come to a standstill, revenues 

of around two billion euros are missing. 

Payments by Nepalese guest workers from 

abroad, more than a quarter of the GDP, 

are also missing. Investment in good edu-

cation projects in the mountains of Nepal is 

therefore more important than ever, espe-

cially at this time.  

Please donate: DE96 5004 0000 0375 5055 

00 or online at www.childaid.net/spenden.  
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